NEWTOWNABBEY CLERGY FELLOWSHIP
CHURCHES FOCUS GROUP REPORT, 7th March 2011

“BRIDGE BUILDING FOR A BETTER NEWTOWNABBEY”


1. Ideal Future: A Shared Newtownabbey  

The question was asked: “What would a shared Newtownabbey look like/feel like?”

Group Responses

	Community Vision
	Facilities
	Environment
	Church

	A welcoming and respectful community- inclusive atmosphere; facilities for all ages; all working together for the common good;
More friendship and fellowship between people; A co-ordinated approach;
Lots of laughter;
Community cohesion- less division and more inclusion and sharing;
Tolerance and understanding of young people with challenging behaviour; More racial harmony;
Free from anti-social behaviour; Tackle youth unemployment;
Encourage all sections of our community to challenge paramilitary recruitment
	Safe clean public areas- feeling safe to walk around anytime;
More fair-trade products in schools and shops;
Help for the homeless;
More for senior citizens- care for elderly people;
More youth facilities and encouragement to participate e.g. YMCA, Ice Bowl;
No separate housing; integrated estates;
More facilities for children on the street ;
More inclusion for disabled young people especially summer schemes;
More shopping facilities in Glengormley; Starbucks in N’Abbey
	Litter-free; bigger fines for dog fouling and litter;
Council initiatives to encourage this- e.g. ‘best garden’ or best-kept community’
remove all sectarian flags and colours;
More public outdoor facilities; More parks and communal spaces; voluntary green gyms; More cycle paths; Use ‘Run in the Park’ to encourage alternative activities for all ages



	Less talk- more action; 
Much more church action- challenge church communities to engage with non-church goers; church leaders & members being role models to our Borough;
Outreach to the parks at night time;
Information to churches on community needs in order to address them; 
More coming together of local churches for the common good;
Combined celebrations and church-led community festivals;
Cross community initiatives;
Church facilities made available for community activities


2. What Could be Done to Build Bridges?

Group Ideas

· Drop-in centre for all ages; somewhere for young people to meet instead of parks and street corners
· More affordable housing
· More information in the community about church events; compile a list of resources/events/facilities 
· Church forum to bring together a unified voice
· A church charter of agreement to work together on a number of initiatives each year; joint church-led events e.g. carol service, summer fair, fun days
· More police patrols
· Church members working as volunteers in the community
· Council more open to church groups and allowing premises to be used for church events
· Central area for community entertainment
· More cafes and less fast food outlets
· Church events open to all in the community
· More brown land housing 
· Tighter control on sale of alcohol
· Churches involved in ‘Street reach’ in the park
· Green gym expanded to N’Abbey, similar to Delmont outdoor gym
· Street patrols at weekends to ensure safety of young people
· More seasonal community events e.g.’ ice rink or spring fairs
· Local walking routes- walking for health; walk in Valley Park at dusk to discourage anti-social behaviour
· Build a crazy golf course beside Valley or Glengormley park
· More inter-school and cross-community action- teach children community building rather than prejudice
· Volunteers to street clean, tend gardens and erect good news murals
· Church liaison representative between churches and Council 
· Extend ‘Run in the Park’ to waterworks
· Newtownabbey summer event or competition
· Sporting events- football academy, cricket, rugby





3. What Role could the Churches Play in Building Bridges?

Group Priorities

· Identify community needs and address them together, showing respect for each other. Use a joined up approach to community outreach and share our expertise in the community
· Share relevant information about each others’ work 
· Plan a big Church- led community event or festival
· Establish a Churches’ forum and develop a plan of action
· Advertise church events through a website or local newsletter
· Organise a Church-led community tidy-up
· Appoint a Church Liaison Officer to represent local Churches with the Council 

























Group Participants

	Maurice Atkinson
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Doreen Atkinson
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	John Beck
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Trevor Gibb
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Georgina (Georgie) Gibb
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Lorinda Hamilton
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Joanne Ireland
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Rachel Ireland
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Gladys McCullagh
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Billy Seville
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Bert Sheppard
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Janet Crilly
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Betty Gillespie
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Robin Manson
	Carnmoney Presbyterian Church

	Anne Watson
	Carnmoney Presbyterian Church

	Sharon Abernethy
	Carnmoney Presbyterian Church

	Cheryl Wallace
	Carnmoney Presbyterian Church

	Neil Cutcliffe
	Mossley Parish Church

	Louise Mitchell
	Mossley Parish Church

	Isobel Jack
	Mossley Parish Church

	Lindsay McGilton
	Glengormley Presbyterian Church

	Nathaniel McQueen
	Glengormley Presbyterian Church

	Christopher Stewart
	Glenvarna Christian Fellowship

	Norah Bradford
	Glenvarna Christian Fellowship

	Ken McFaul
	Glengormley Methodist

	Mervyn Kilpatrick
	Glengormley Methodist

	Claudette Kilpatrick
	Glengormley Methodist

	Ian Cahoon
	Glengormley Methodist

	Drusilla Cunningham
	Glengormley Methodist

	Stephen Orr
	Glengormley Methodist
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