NEWTOWNABBEY CLERGY FELLOWSHIP

CHURCHES FOCUS GROUP REPORT, 16th May, 2011

“BRIDGE BUILDING FOR A BETTER NEWTOWNABBEY-2”

Programme

· Update from last meeting on 7th March
· Discussion of priorities identified 
· Planning for Action

Priorities

· Establish a Churches’ forum and develop a plan of action
· Identify community needs and address them together, showing respect for each other
· Share relevant information through a website or newsletter
· Plan a big Church- led community event or festival
· Advertise church events through a website or local newsletter
· Organise a Church-led community tidy-up
· Appoint a  Church Liaison Officer to represent local Churches on the Council 

It was agreed at the meeting to establish a Churches’ forum, which will be led by lay church members, representing the churches in the greater Glengormley area. Its purpose will be to build bridges for a more cohesive community. It was agreed to convene a meeting, inviting a representative group from each church to set up this forum. The meeting will take place on Monday 20th June in Mossley Mill from 6.30-9pm. Macaulay Associates will facilitate the meeting. 
The following churches were identified as churches to invite to the June meeting, although it was felt this may not be a compete list- the Council will also check with their records.

· St Mary’s on the Hill- 2 RC churches
· Carnmoney C. of I
· St Brigid’s C. of I
· Church of the Holy Spirit
· Glengormley PC
· Carnmoney PC
· Ballyhenry PC
· New Mossley PC
· Glengomrley Methodist
· Mossley Methodist
· Glenvarna Christian Fellowship
· Glengormely Free Methodist
· Glengormely Baptist
· Gospel Hall
· Ballycraigy Congregational
· Glenabbey
· Trinity Reformed PC
· Free Presbyterian Church

The following action plan was agreed as a way of taking the priorities forward in a constructive way:


Action Plan

	Action
	Who
	When

	Invite reps from all churches to meet on 20th June to set up a Churches’ forum
	Newtownabbey Council
	By 1st June 

	Send out notes of this meeting and the previous meeting

	Macaulay Associates
	By 1st June

	Get information on use of website- www.wecantalk.org

	Macaulay Associates
	By 1st June

	Update the clergy fellowship
	Newtownabbey Council
	By 1st June

	Discuss churches’ forum idea with 
church members
	Tonight’s participants
	Before 20th June














Focus Group Participants

	Maurice Atkinson
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Doreen Atkinson
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	John Beck
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Trevor Gibb
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Georgina (Georgie) Gibb
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Lorinda Hamilton
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Joanne Ireland
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Rachel Ireland
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Gladys McCullagh
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Janet Crilly
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Betty Gillespie
	Carnmoney Parish Church

	Geraldine Husly?
	St Bernards

	Paul Caddell
	St Bernards

	Desy Claghan
	St Mary’s on the Hill

	Mark Ryan
	St Mary’s on the Hill

	Chris Quinn
	St Mary’s on the Hill

	Bernard Braniff
	St Mary’s on the Hill

	Brian Mullan
	St Mary’s on the Hill

	Michael Walke
	St Mary’s on the Hill

	Theresa Moonan
	St Mary’s on the Hill

	Margaret Magee
	St Mary’s on the Hill

	Robin Manson
	Carnmoney Presbyterian Church

	Cheryl Wallace
	Carnmoney Presbyterian Church

	Jaci Flemming
	Carnmoney Presbyterian Church

	Mark Striling
	Carnmoney Presbyterian Church

	Norah Bradford
	Glenvarna Christian Fellowship
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CREATING POSITIVE SOCIAL CHANGE




